Letters stones or more than one stone. The paper fails to make any comment on symptom relief, however, and the surprising result of our lithotripsy trial' was that the symptoms were relieved, just as much as after cholecystectomy, within the first month of treatment, well before any stones had disappeared; and the pain relief for the whole year and the relief of many other symptoms did not depend on stone clearance: so we have to distinguish between success in terms of stone clearance and success in terms of symptom relief. Lithotripsy, for whatever reason seems a very cost effective way of doing the second, at least in the short term. We are at present following up our patients for longer periods to see if this symptom improvement is maintained. 
Reply EDITOR,-We fully agree with Johnson and Ross that during a lithotripsy trial most patients feel extremely comfortable. This is not because of the lithotripsy itself, however, but a result of the well known effect of bile acids on gall bladder contraction.' Although, the effect on gall bladder motility is still somewhat controversial,23 most authors agree that when ursodeoxycholic acid is given, gall bladder fasting volumes are larger245 and gall bladder emptying is reduced.3`The proposed mechanism is the decreased release of cholecystokinin through negative feedback control by an increased amount of intraduodenal bile acid. 
